
Pool Care that Cares  
for Rivers too! 

Swimming pools should be dechlorinated, 
debrominated and pH neutral before they are 
drained.  Chlorine, bromine and improper pH 
can be toxic to the plants and animals that live 
in our waterways.   
 
If you do not add chlorine or bromine to the 
pool water for a number of sunny days, the 
chemicals will break down.  Allow a few more 
days if the weather is cool or overcast.  You 
can purchase a testing kit and tablets to break 
down the chemicals in the water at a local pool 
retailer.   
 
There are a few ways to dispose of pool water: 
• Let the chemical free, pH neutral water run 

over your property and infiltrate into the 
ground. 

• Drain the chemical free, pH neutral water to 
the storm sewer. 

• Drain the water to a sink, toilet or bathtub.  
Contact the agency that handling your 
sanitary wastewater first, but wastewater 
treatment plants are able to handle 
chemicals and varied pH levels. 

Dispose of unwanted pool chemicals properly.  
Contact your local government agency to find 
a proper disposal location. 

Illicit Discharge  
Detection and Elimination 

 

The DuPage County Stormwater 
Management Division  
www.dupageco.org/swm  

The Conservation Foundation  
www.theconservationfoundation.org    

DuPage County passed  an Illicit Discharge 
Detection and Elimination Ordinance to comply 
with the Clean Water Act and to ensure the 
health, safety, and general welfare of its citizens.  
The Ordinance prohibits the discharge of 
pollutants into the storm drain system and 
requires that public education and outreach is 
conducted regarding stormwater impacts. 
 
Illicit discharges contain any substances other 
than stormwater, rain fall and snow melt, that end 
up in the storm sewer system.  These 
contaminants affect the health of our local 
waterways, and the communities of people 
surrounding them. 
 
If you have questions about potential illicit 
discharges call the Illicit Discharge Detection 
and Elimination (IDDE) hotline:  

630-407-6796. 

 

Car Wash and 
Pool Discharge 
Guidelines: 
 

 Send Only Rain  
Down the Drain! 

On rainy days, you may have watched water collect 
and run along the curbside and be swallowed by a 
thirsty drain.  What you don’t see is all this water 
making its way through the storm sewer system 
and then draining directly into the nearest 
waterway.  
 
Any substance entering the storm sewer system 
gets released untreated into the bodies of water we 
use for swimming, fishing, and drinking.  We need 
to consider some of our home practices and the 
effect it has when we send substances other than 
rain down the drain. 
 
This pamphlet addresses carwashes and swimming 
pool draining procedures, and ways that we can 
make these activities friendly to our local 
waterways.   
 
For more information on stormwater runoff and 
related issues, contact DuPage County Division of 
Stormwater Management, your local        
municipality or The Conservation Foundation. 

http://www.dupageco.org/swm�
http://www.theconservationfoundation.org/�


•    Wring out sponges and rags in a bucket, then 
empty the bucket into the sanitary sewer system, 
via sinks or toilets.  You can also empty the 
bucket onto pervious landscaped areas where the 
waste water can be absorbed. 
•    Use a low-flow nozzle for your hose and turn 
it off when you’re not using the water. 
• Sweep up any debris (rather than hosing it to 
the street) and dispose of it in the garbage. 
•    The best option is to take your car to a 
commercial car wash.  These facilities use 
technology to achieve minimal water usage and 
discharge their water in a regulated and safe 
manner.  Some car washes reuse water and even 
employ environmentally friendly soaps! 

As a fundraiser: 
• Fol low the 
guidelines in the 
“At Home” section 
above. 
• Use  ea r th - 
friendly cleaning 
products.   
• Make use of a 
pressure washer.  
This will get the 
job done, but use 
less water. 
 

• Use buckets full of soapy water to wash, and 
drain them into a sink or sanitary sewer when 
done. 

 

Carwashes done at  
home or as a fundraiser  
can wreak havoc on  
nearby bodies of water,  
simply by sending  
pollutants like dirt,  
soap, oil, and grease  
along with the wash water into the river.   
 

Ideally, waste water from car washes should be 
emptied into a sanitary sewer (the system that 
transports wastewater to a treatment facility). 
The following suggestions are some other ways 
to make your car washes friendly to our local 
waterways: 
 
At home: 
• Pull your car onto the lawn before washing.  
You can water your lawn at the same time you 
wash your car.  This will also prevent dirt and oil 
from washing  into the storm drain. 

• Use no-phosphate, biodegradable cleaning 
products. 

•    Avoid using degreasers, 
solvents, and tire-cleaning products.  
The detergents from conventional 
cleaners harm fish and lower the 
surface tension of  water, which  
     allows pollutants to be more      
   easily absorbed by aquatic life. 

Love your Car,  
Love the Fish! 

• Follow the “Just 
Enough” principle: use 
just enough soap and 
water needed to get the 
job done.  Even if the 
soap is biodegradable, it 
can still have an effect on 
fish and invertebrates in 
our rivers.  Less soap 
also means more of a 
profit for the charity. 

• Hold the event at commercial car wash.  The 
increased traffic can benefit the fundraiser and the 
commercial car wash! 
• Sell tickets to a commercial car wash, where 
soapy water is disposed in a safe manner.  A 
carwash may be willing to donate services to a 
worthy cause, and the increased traffic will benefit 
the fundraiser and the car wash.   
• Ask your local government agency, such as 
the County or Village if they have a “car wash kit” 
to loan out for community carwash fundraiser 
events.  These kits collect waste water  
from a car wash and pump it into  
the sanitary sewer. 

Most importantly, remember:  
only rain goes down the storm drain! 
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